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G) The concept of 003 (Bosis) - a Muktza “base™

A Muktza item extends its own status of Muktza to any object upon which
it was intentionally placed before Shabbos (and was left remaining there on
Shabbos). The object upon which the Muktza item was placed (or by which it is
supported) is called a “Bosis "' of the Muktza item."®

» Examples:

1) Money left (intentionally) in a bowl causes the bowl to become
Muktza, even if the money is later (somehow) removed.”™

2) The flame on a candlestick causes the candlestick, the tray beneath
the candlestick and the table to become Muktza,””' (However, if the
Shabbos challah was placed upon the table on Erev Shabbos, the table
is not Mukiza).”™

The Rabbinic Ordi of Shabbos (Skvusim)  [55]




¥0 (Muktza) - Objects That Are “Set Apart”

+ Unintentional placement
+ Unplanned placement during the week
» Placement on Friday with plans for removal before Shabbos

All three of these categories are forms of unintentional placement, and are
included within the general premise of Shochaiach, as shall be explained.

a-1) Unintentional placement

This refers to situations where the Muktza item was placed upon another
item inadvertently:

» Examples:

1) If coins fell unintentionally onto a chair before Shabbos, the chair
does mot become a Bosis during Shabbos. One may therefore tip the
chair and allow the coins to slide off. The chair may then be moved and
handled.”***

2) If a toddler placed a rock (or other Mukiza object) on his chair just
before Shabbos, the chair does not become a Bosis because a child that
young lacks the capacity for Halachically viable intent in any of his
actions. His placement of the rock, etc. is therefore considered "unin-
tentional". 2"

a-2) Unplanned placement during the week

This refers to situations where the Muktza item was placed deliberately upon
another item in the middle of the week (i.e. except Friday), but without any
conscious thoughts or plans for leaving it there on Shabbos. This means that the
owner did not consciously say or think to himself, "I want this item to remain
here over Shabbos" when he placed it there.

Unplanned placement of items during the week is not considered
“intentional" with regard to Bosis (even when done deliberately) because items
are constantly moved about and are not expected to remain in one place.
Therefore, their placement upon an item more than a day before Shabbos does
not represent the degree of intent required for establishing a Halachic Bosis.*™*

The Rabbinic Ordinances of Shabbos (Shvusirm) 157]

Section 1/Chapter Ill/H)/a)

3) Money deliberately left in a drawer causes the drawer to become a
Bosis of the money and therefore Muktza,”"

If the Muktza item is removed from upon the Bosis, or the Bosis is somehow
removed from beneath the Mukiza item, the Bosis remains Muktza for the
remainder of Shabbos (under the principle of Miggo D'Iskatzai explained further
in I below).*™

However, if there are other non-Muktza items of greater importance resting
on the Bosis, the Bosis does not become Muktza.”™

» Examples:

1) A bowl with some coins inside does not become Muktza if it also
contains cookies or dessert needed for Shabbos,”™

2) If the Challah was placed upon the table om Erev Shabbos together
with the Leichter, the table does not become Mukiza because it is also
a Bosis for the non-Muktza Challah, which is nlz’g'eater importance (in
respect to Shabbos needs) than the Leichter.” " (There is a Minhag
{custom) to place the challah on the table om Erev Shabbes for this
reason.)™"™

3) A drawer taining does mot b
needed for Shabbos is also inside.”™

Muktza if clothi

H) Exemptions to Bosis
There are several important exemptions to the principle of Bosis:

= 1: Shochai’ach (" forgotten™)
= 2; Derech Akroy ("random manner™)
» 3: Chavairo (" friend" i.e. nonowner)

a) Shochai’ach

The principle of Bosis applies only where the Muktza item was placed
intentionally upon the non-Muktza item. However, if the Muktza was left there
unintentionally, or was forgotten, it does not cause the item upon which it was
placed to become a Bosis.””

There are actually three categories of "Shochai’ach™:

156] The Rabbinic Ordinances of Shabbos (Shvesim)

YD (Muktza) - Objects That Are “Set Apart”

of support for it. However, if the Muktza item was merely placed on top of the
other item because there was no other space, the non-Muktza item does not
become a Bosis'" This concept is known as Derech Akroy ("random
placement”) and is very relevant to many commeon situations.

> Examples:

1) If a box of dishwasher detergent was left on top of a2 box of matzah in

a loaded pantry, the matzah is not considered a Bosis, and may be pulled

out from beneath the box of soap and used.

2) If frozen (raw) meat or fish was packed into the freezer on top of cake,

or other non items, the cake etc. may be pulled out from
beneath the Muktza items and used.

According to most Poskim, Derech Aroy placement is not considered
“intentional" placement for establishing a Bosis. However, some Poskim are
stringent in this matter, and regard even Derech Akroay as a form of intentional
placement that confers the status of Bosis upon the item beneath the Muktza
object, It is therefore best to avoid handling such items where this is possible. 2™

» Example:

If a box of dishwasher detergent was left on top of a box of matzah in a
loaded pantry, one should not pull out the matza if there is another
opened box of matzah that is not beneath a Mukiza item.

¢) Chavairo ("friend" i.e. non-owner)

As explained, only the intentional placement of a Muktza object confers the
status of Bosis upon the non-Muktza item on which it is supported.

However, a nonowner's placement does not cause the supporting
non-Muktza item to become a Bosis, even if he placed the item there
intentionally.

» Example:

If one comes to Shul on Shabbos and finds a sheet of expensive stationery
on top of his siddur or sefer, he may blow it off and use the siddur or

The Rabbinic Ordinances of Shabbos (Shvusim)  [$9)

Section 1/Chapter Hl/H)/b)

» Example:

If money was put into a dish during the week, and was left there on
Shabbos, the bowl does not become a Bosis.

However, if the Muktza object is placed upon (or into) a non-Muktza item
that is its usual place of storage or pl t, the non-Muktza item becomes a
full-fledged Bosis even during the week. Any placing of a Muktza object upon
an item on which it belongs, or upon which it is normally placed, is considered
"intentional” with regard to Bosis.

» Example:

If money is left in one’s shirt pocket during the week is not removed
before Shabbos, the entire shirt becomes a Bosis and may not be handled
on Shabbes.

a-3) Placement on Friday with plans for removal before Shabbos

This refers to the placement of a Muktza item upon a non-Muktza item on
Friday, with the conscious intention to remove it before Shabbos. The placement
of an item with the specific intention of removing it before Shabbos is not
considered "intentional" with respect to Bosis.

> Example:

If money was temporarily put into a dish on Friday (with the intention
to remove it from the bowl before Shabbos), the bowl does not become
a Bosis.*

"~ However, if a Muktza item was placed upon another item on Friday without
any conscious plans to remove it before Shabbos, the non-Muktza item does
become a Bosis. In this case, the placement is considered fully intentional
because it was to be expected that an item put down close to Shabbos would
probably remain in its place when Shabbos arrives.*™

b) "W pi 177 (Derech Akroy) - random placement

According to most Poskim, the principle of Bosis applies only if the Muktza
item was placed with the clear intention that the non-muktza item serve as a base

58] The Rabbinic Ordi
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EIDER .9

G. __nipuvin - ENCLOSING

1. We have discussed until now the halachos of heating food on
Shabbos, which is prohibited because of Y19'3. We have also.discussed
the halachos of placing a pot of food on the fire before Shabbos and
allowing it to remain on the fire on Shabbos (n?77v)(see E) and return-
ing a pot to the fire on Shabbos (n71n) (see F). We have learned (see
E 1, F2) that these last two areas may involve [in addition to the ques-
tion of Y1w*a for n71h] gezeroe of 9'yan (Lighting a fire).

There is a fourth area, 730ovi = enclosing and insulating a pot of
food with material which will either add heat to the food or retain heat
(3ownn) ., The halachos of nipon are more stringent than those ofn?*nw or

avrn{ioenn) , see 8).
Sev

2. There are seven
the halachos of nibwh

ously (see 17)%?

What type of material is being used for enclosing?
material which adds heat (%an %°03B), e.g. soft cotton, or is he
using material which does not add heat (%37 3°01D 11°x or

When is he enclosing? 1Is he enclosing on Shabbos (see 4), is
he enclosing during nivown 7*2 (see 5), or is he encloeing on

Is it considered as nipen only if the vessel is completely en-—
cloeed or even partial enclosure is considered as

pletely, or only if the food was not cooked completely (see 8)?

add or retain. heat, or do the halachos of nipon apply even if
his intention. is to protect it (see 12)?

Is the pot of food he is enclosing a 179%7 *%J or a

of n3pen apply even where it can only become lukewarm [and not
12 n1?10 7', or do they apply even where he is enclosing to pre-

al

Yan), e.g. garments (see 3,13)7
b)

Erev Shabbos (see 6)7?
c)

. 23)7

d) Do the halachos

Do the halachos

if the oven was
e) Why is he enclosing the vessel?
£)

Is its temperature still

vent it from cooling off (see 15)7
g) Ie he enclosin

ing [or adding]| material to a vessel which was enclosed previ-

factors sidered
factors which must be considered in discussing
Is he using

I*D¥D

nipon (see 7,

of nipvn apply even if the food was cooked com—

of nidvn apply if the food is raw (see 9), or
sealed before Shabbos (see 19)7

Is he enclosing the vessel to

3w *%07?
12 n1%10 9* (see 14)7 Do the halachos

the vessel for the first time, or is he return-
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This form of Hatmana is less restricted than Davar Hamosif Hevel in that it
is only prohibited to do on Shabbos, but is permitted when done before
Shabbos. ™

» Example:

It is prohibited on Friday night to completely cover a pot of hot soup
with a blanket, after the pot was removed from the blech, in order to
keep it warm. However, on Friday affernoon (i.e. before Shabbos) one
is permitted to cover it (after removing it from the blech), to keep it
warm until the Shabbos meal.

\/ ¢) The question of Hatmana with the use of crock pots

A considerable Halachic controversy has been raised over Hatmana and the
use of crock pots on Shabbos. Certain leading Poskim have declared that leaving
the crock pot with the cooked food inside its metal cylinder enclosure constitutes
a form of Hatmana in a Davar Hamosif Hevel.

The explanation is as follows: It is contended that the close-fitting enclosure
is Halachically no different from any other insulator. Moreover, z
the fact that the heating element constantly produces new heat,
confers upon this insulation the status of Hatmana in a Davar g
Hamosif Hevel, which is forbidden even if done before Shabbos.
(It is important to note here that these eminent Poskim partially
base their stringent ruling on the opinion of some earlier
authorities that Hatmana applies where most of the container is Heating coils and

" . tight fit considered
covered, even though the fop is exposed. That opinion, however, “pjosif Hevel®,
is not universally accepted).”

a-1) Total enwrapment

Only fotal enwrapment can be classified as Hatmana.®'’ This means that
Hatmana is only prohibited when the pot or food is rorally covered by the
insulating material. It is therefore permissible to partially cover or wrap any hot
food or hot container of food.|Covering even most of the surface of the hot
container is permitted, as long as a significant area is left exposed. ("Significant"
in this context means an uninsulated area that is larger than what would be
acceptable for insulation purposes if the restriction of Hatmana was not a
consideration.)?'”®

¥ Examples:

1) One may not completely wrap a hot potato on
Shabbaos with aluminum foil to keep it warm because
of Hatmana.?'® However, it is permissible to wrap the
potato if the foil is left open slightly, thereby exposing

a part of the potato.®'®

Y

2) It is permitted to put toweling over an urn or hot pot B
of soup, as long as a small (but significant) part of the Um left partly exposed
urn or pot is left exposed.™”

a-2) Original container

Hatmana is only prohibited if the food is still in the container in which it was
originally cooked (Kli Rishon). However, if the food was transferred to a second
container (Kli Sheini), Hatmana is permitted.”'

» Examples:
1) It is permitted to cover a glass of hot tea with a towel or the like to

keep it hot, because the hot tea is presently in a Kli Sheini. One may also
cover a hot bowl of soup to keep it warm for the same reason.

One may pour hot water, coffee, mgp ete. into a thermos to retain its
heat™'{the thermos is a Kli Sheini),”?!

It should be noted that this exemption of "original container” does not apply
when insulating with a Davar Hamosif Hevel (refer to b-1 below).

[628) Order of Bread




